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For the Correspondent. 


Mr. Editor.—Although the fol- 
lowing strictures have already ap- 
peared in print, it is presumed that 
the readers of your paper are not 
generally acquainted with them. I 
have reason for believing that they 
are from the pen of one of the ablest 
public Professors in this country ; 
and I am persuaded that their repub- 
lication at a moment, when the cler- 
gy are doing all they can to sap the 
foundations of true morality, will be 
attended with much beriefit. 

Conrucivus. 


Arrogant pretensions of the Cler- 

.—Civil society is intended to pro- 
mote the mutual happiness of the 
members of it, while they live to- 
gether here on earth. It does not 
extend toa future state of existence, 
which will take place under such 
regulations as the Almighty may 
think fit to appoint. Religion em- 
braces all the motives to good con- 
duct here, and all the means of hap- 
piness hereafter. Civil society, 
therefore, has nothing to do with re- 
ligion, but as it tends to mutual hap- 
piness while we live together here on 
earth. Hence, that religion which 
makes a man the best citizen, is the 
best religion for society. A religion 
that makes a man cruel, persecuting, 
and intolerant, is a bad religion for 
society ; and the feachers and preach- 
ers of any religion whatever, who 


es 


are so, are bad men and bad citizens, 
whether their opinions be true or 
false. I wish some one would un- 
dertake to show how public morals 
are promoted by the doctrines of 
death-bed repentance, election, and 
reprobation, and the final salvation 
of backsliding saints. 

The wise men who framed the 
American constitution, well knew 
that truth could only be discovered, 
and placed on a firm basis, by per- 
mitting free discussion on every sub- 
ject. If an opinion be erroneous, it 
requires discussion, that its errors 
may be exposed : if true, it will gain 
adherents in proportion as it is ex- 
amined. Is an opinion so manifest- 
ly wrong that every man must see it 
is so? It can do no harm. Is it so 
plausible as to be likely to deceive 
mankind by its semblance to truth ? 
The more need, then, of open and 
free discussion to expose fully the 
fallacy of it. 

Moreover, as the American legis- 
lators well knew the infirmities of 
human nature, and taat no set of 
men had any pretensions to infalli- 
bility, they put all opinions upon the 
same footing as to each other, and 
left truth to prevail by its own force 
and intrinsic evidence. In no other 
country is the wise toleration esta- 
blished by law so complete as in this. 
But in no country whatever, is a spirit 
of persecution, for mere opinions, 
more prevalent than in the United 
States of America. It is a country 
most tolerant in theory, and most. 
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bigotted in practics. The laws con- 
trol no man’s opinions ; they control 
his conduct only. They guarantee 
freedom of conscience, of profes- 
sion, and of discussion, to every 
creed and form of worship; the fra- 
mers of them well knowing, that the 
result of conflicting opinion and open 
discussion, can only be truth; and 
that no opinion deserves to be pro- 
tected, which cannot protect itself. 
But the clergy of this country, I 
hope not of all sects, the Calvanistic 
clergy chiefly, are united in perse- 
cuting every man who calls in ques- 
tion any of their metaphysical opin- 
ions, or who hints at their views of 
ambition and aggrandisement. They 
dare not actually stab or burn him; 
but they raise the out-cry of mad 
dog—they vilify him—they set the 
ignorant upon him to abuse his per- 
son, character, and conduct. There 
are honourable exceptions to this 
picture ; but itis faithful as a repre- 
sentation of the body. Cowardly 
and cruel, their machinations are pri- 
vate, and their enmity unforgiving. 
What earthly reason can a man have 
to dread discussion, but that his 
opinion will not bear it? What makes 
men cruel, but their cowardice ?— 
Calvin procured Servetus to be burnt 
to death. Whom did Jesus burn? 
Yet has that gloomy murderer of Ge- 
neva more zealots devoted to his in- 
tolerant creed in the United States, 
than in any other part of the globe. 
Why? because it is a fit instrument 
in the hands of the clergy, in pro- 
portion as it is intolerant and unin- 
telligible. Weak minds have a vast 
opinion of the knowledge of those 
who pretend to be familiar with 
truths that appear mysterious. It is 
with the fetters. of mystery that the 
priesthood binds and bends the spirit 
and the consciences of the ignorant 
hearers. The religion of the gospel 
is too plain and simple for their pur- 


poses; hence their ardent efforts to 
establish their own mysterious creed. 
In what country has it been, that 
the priesthood as a body have not 
been cruel and persecuting, dread- 
ing contradiction, hating discussion, 
and holding every doubter as a con- 
cealed enemy? They are so here. 

Fellow-citizens—The Presbyte- 
rians of these States, the Congrega- 
tionalists, the Seceders, and in some 
places the Baptists and Methodists, 
dragging after them the timid Epis- 
copalians, have combined, and for 
many years have been steadily pyo- 
secuting the following schemes, with 
a perseverance and devotedness 
worthy of a better cause. 

They are steadily aiming at a 
Church Establishment, at an alliance 
between church and state, so as to 
bring the civil power in aid of their 
own plans of aggrandisement. 

They are steadily aiming in their 
pamphlets dnd their preachings, to 
establish the religious obligation of 
paying TITHES of all you possess, 
in strong hopes of procuring this sys- 
tem to be established also by law. 
This will render them not only weal- 
thy, but independent of their congre- 
gations, whom they consider as by 
duty and by right dependent upon 
them; assuming openly the charac- 
ter of God’s vicegerents, and brand- 
ing all opposition to their ambitious 
designs as blasphemy. They are 
steadily aiming to obtain the entire 
control of every seminary of educa- 
tion, throughout the United States ; 
claiming the exclusive superinten- 
dence of them, as a matter of right. 
This is done with a view of infusing 
into the minds of the rising genera- 
tion, an implicit reverence for the 
priesthood, and an attachment to the 
views and interestsvof the priesthood. 

They look with a jealous eye at 
every scientific discussion ; prohibit- 
ing, so far as they dare, all investi 
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gations that do not harmonize with 
their own theological creed. Their 
interference has been recent and vio- 


lent, with respect to physiological-~ 


zoological, and geological discus- 
sions. It is difficult to mduce a prin- 
ter, or editor of a scientific journal, 
to insert an article in favour of any 
opinion which the clergy have pro- 
nounced heterodox. Fanaticism has 
completely clipped the wings of sci- 
ence in this country. They have 
organized a stupendous scheme of 
raising a pecuniary fund, to uphold 
their pretensions, by picking the 
pockets of the people under some or 
all of the following pretences. 

The educating of pious young men 
(as they are called) to the ministry. 
That is, taking those who ought to 
be tillers of the ground, and hiring 
them, by a theological education, as 
slaves for life to the propagation of 
those tenets, by which the interest 
and the views of these serts are best 


promoted. After having been thus 
educated, apparently at the expense 


ef the sectarians, and really by 
means of the funds extracted from 
the folly, the indolence, or the good 
nature of the public, they hold them- 
selves bound to the doctrines and in- 
terests of their preceptors, and be- 
come the standing army of the church 
militant. The establishment of mzs- 
societies, to furnish the East 
Indians, the American Indians, the 
Australasians, and the Africans, 
with parsons, who can neither speak 
the language of their hearers, or 
make themselves understood. The 
subscribers to these institutions, sel- 
dom or never look after the sums 
they subscribe, which are under the 
absolute control of these manufac- 
turers of missionaries ; whose object 
is not missionaries, so much as men 
devoted to their interest, when they 
shall come out in favour of a church 
establishment and tithes. 
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Societies to make ministers of in- 
dividual congregations trustees for 
life of these missionary societies ; 
and of course, to have a voice in dis- 
posing of the sums thus elicited from 
the people’s pockets. What the 
missionaries are, and how they live 
when they can get the means, I hope 
some one will show by exhibiting the 
style of luxury of the Serampore 
missionaries. 

Prayer Meeting Societies, which, 
by means of the weak and credulous 
females who attend them, -furnish 
the priests with a sure source of in- 
fluence and information over the de- 
mestic concerns of every family. 

Female benevolent and missionary 
societies ; female mite societies ; for 
no sum is too small for their accept- 
ance ; Juvenile societies of children, 
who are cajoled out of their 6 and 12 
cent pieces ; cheated of their ginger 
bread money, to give to institutions 
of which they hardly know the name, 
No sum is too small for acceptance, 
and no plan too mean to acquire it. 
Missionary fields of corn, wheat and 
potatoes ; missionary hog societies ; 
missionary rag-bag societies, and 
missionary scrap societies. All 
means of scraping together money, 
the most trifling and contemptible, 
are employed by these men, not in- 
dividually, but corporately, and en 
masse. 

But their most profitable concern, 
is that of becoming authors, printers, 
and booksellers. Composing, prais- 
ing, recommending religious tracts, 
sermons, andalmanacs. The bible 
society, interfering with the regular 
printing trade, cannot have less than 
$50,000 engaged, which brings a 
good interest to the persons who con- 
duct it. 

Such are the means of satisfying 
the craving for money, money, mo- 
ney, employed by this ambitious, 
avaricious, and crafty set of men.— 








196 THE COBRESPONDENT. 


In all other respects, they are more 
devoid of useful knowledge than al- 
most any other class of persons in 
the community. But they act in 
concert: they have thrown their fet- 
ters over the minds of the people— 
they have cowed the spirit of the 
community—the literary classes are 
compelled to succomb them—they 
look forward to the day when they 
shall govern the Union in their own 
manner, and in the mean time, take 
good care to plunge their hands deep 
in the pockets of those whom they 
can flatter or frighten into acquies- 
cence and submission. 

If the people do not keep the cler- 
gy under control, they will bring the 
people into abject slavery, and keep 
them there. In every nation upon 
earth, they have done so; what 
should change their character here ? 
It was in the year 1822, that the 
clergy of Austria persuaded the mon- 
arch over 40 millions of people to 
say, “‘I wantno men of science; I 
want only obedient subjects. I want 
no education among my subjects, 
but what is given by the priesthood.” 
Look at the priesthood in France, 
Spain, Italy, Mexico, even in Eng- 
land: is not their general character 
one andthe same? Already has the 
religious arrogance of this order of 
men tempted them to assume the 
character of God’s immediate agents 
and vicegerents—placed at an im- 
mense distance from the herd of in- 
ferior beings who compose their con- 
gregations ! 

In what part of the New Testa- 
ment has Jesus said, you cannot ap- 
proach the Father but through the 
agency of men divinely commission- 
ed from among you for that purpose, 
and well paid for their services ?— 
Has he not said; where two or three 
are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of you? And 
vet these men scruple not to declare 


that any religious exhortation by 2 
layman, any usurpation of the func- 
tions usually performed by a hired 


‘and paid priest, is not only impro- 


per and indefensible, but a SIN! 
and Dr. Ashbel Green of Princeton, 
denounced such persons as presump- 
tuous and sinful intruders on the 
rights of the priesthood! They claim 
itas a right to be exclusively hired, 
and well paid ; and we patiently sub- 
mit to it! as if the God of Love, the 
kind Father and preserver of the hu- 
man race, weré a gloomy, haughty 
tyrant, not to be approached but 
through the intervention of these ar- 
rogant ministers of state, who take 
good care to be remunerated for their 
intercession. 

I have no objection to a ministry 
appointed as a convenient and expe- 
dient class of men, that the religious 
business of a district may be con- 
ducted decently and in order; but 
upon no other ground. And al- 
though I should prefer well educated 
and liberal men for this purpose; I 
see no reason for giving them an ex- 
clusive preference. In the purest 
times of Christianity, the elders of 
every church transacted the religious 
business of it. Did Jesus choose 
his disciples, whom he nominated to 
preach the gospel, from among the 
learned and the wise? Mankind are 
pestered with the rights of the priest- 
hood! Rights! what rights? Who 
pays them; who supports them ?— 
Who enables these drones in the 
hive, to fatten on the labours of the 
industrious bee? who glory in being 
ignorant of all useful knowledge, and 
skilled only in the quarrelsome ques- 
tions and senseless jargon of meta- 
physical divinity. 

It is the idleness, the pride, the 
aristocracy of rank and wealth that 
has rendered the priesthood necessa- 
ry. People are too indolent or too 
timid to pray for themselves, and 
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they hire a proud priest to pray for 
thém! Then too, their ears must be 
tickled by eloquent discourses; as if 
religion needed eloquence to enforce 
it! surely all this is not necessarily 
and essentially religion! Fellow-citi- 
zens, you aid these impostors to 
cheat you, by making them necessa- 
ry toyou. Let them know that they 
are not, as they claim to be, your 
masters; let them know that you 
hire them and you pay them; and 
they will not be a whit the less pious 
for being more humble. 

These views of the subject are 
well worth your consideration. The 
priesthood, in every age, in every 
country, borbid discussion, frown 
down all investigation ; they require, 
like other tyrants, passive obedience 
and nonresistance. They denounce 
every man who oppose their views : 
not merely their spiritual, but their 
temporal views. Their intent here, 
as elsewhere, is to fetter your minds 
fyst, and your bodies afterwards ; 
and, finally, to command your pock- 
ets. 

It is high time to warn the people, 
that their liberties are in danger; 
that they are about to be undermined 
by a crafty, persevering, insidious 
foe, in the imposing garb of a hea- 
venly friend. It is high time to call 
upon the honest citizens of this yet 
free country, and to sound the watch- 
word, Blow ye the trumpet in Zion. 

A Layman. 


Addresss of the Chairman of the Free 
Press Association, on the influence 
of the Invisible World over the Vi- 
sible. 

(Continued from our last. ) 

In noticing a few things, said to 
have been done by the command of 
the Lord of Hosts, I shall do it with 
that freedom, whichreason and com- 
mon sense dictate. The first act 
that I shall notice, said to be done 
by the Lord, you may find recorded 
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in chap. 12 of Exodus: viz. the 
cruel and horrid massacre of all the 
first born of Egypt, because Pharaoh 
would not permit the Israelites to go 
out to worship theirGod. Here we 
have one of the most horrid transac- 
tions that ever disgraced the page of 
history. Thousands of innocent 
babes cut prematurely off, while the 
real criminal, because he was a king, 
was spared. It would have even 
been injustice to have destroyed him, 
because his heart was hardened, 
and he only performed the part which 
wasallottedhim. But as if the God 
of the Jews had not fully vented his 
fury, this tragic scene is wound up 
by his chosen people, taking advan- 
tage of the mourning of the fathers 
and mothers over their murdered off- 
spring, to borrow their silver and 
most valuable articles, which they 
never returned; thus adding the 
milder crime of robbery to that of 
murder ! 

The next tragic scene, said to be 
performed by the God of Israel, is 
to be found in the 2d Book of Sam- 


uel, chap. 24th, and Ist Book of 


Chronicles, chap. 21st. Both these 
Books refer to the numbering of the 
fighting men of Israel. One account 
states, that it was God, and the oth- 
er, that it was Satan, that moved or 
tempted David to do this. Be this 
as it may, it is of no consequence to 
us which of them was the tempter, 
as it was Jehovah that forgave the 
king for so acting. He likewise 
gained immortal and eternal honours 
in destroying seventy thousand sol- 
diers for being so unfortunate as to 
be commanded by a rebellious lead- 
er! 

If priests talk of blasphemy, the 
Bible above all other books is the 
place to look for it. This story, in- 
vented hundreds of years after the 
death of Moses, admitting there ev- 
er was Such a personage, (which is 
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very doubtful) exactly corresponds 
with Homer’s account of his ficti- 
tious God, in slaying the Grecian 
troops, because Agememnon, their 
commander, had given some insult 
to the priest of Apollo. It reads 
thus— 

“The king of men, the reverend priest defied, 
“ And for the king’s offence, the people died.” 
This analogous account fully war- 
rants the assertion that the Jehovah 
of the Jews, was as much a fictitious 
God, as any of the divinities of the 
Greeks or Trojans. 

I next appeal to the account of the 
conduct of David in the affair of Uri- 
ah. It is recorded in the 12th chap. 
of Samuel, 2d Book. This account, 
after informing us that David had 
committed adultery with the wife of 
one of his commanders, goes on to 
relate his base intrigue and decep- 
tion, (a man after God’s own heart,) 
in endeavouring to prevent Uriah 
from discovering his wife’s infideli- 
ty, which finally ends by sending 
him back to the enemy with secret 
erders to the captain of his host to 
station him, (because he was a brave 
man) where he would be certain of 
falling by fhe hand of the enemy.— 
Here, again, we have an account of 
the Lord’s anger against David; 
and the Bible informs us in what way 
those sins were visited.. David was 
forgiven and most freely pardoned. 
He says: “ I have sinned ;” (a com- 
mon cant phrase with him) and be- 
hold, the innocent babe was destroy- 
ed for no other crime than for being 
so unfortunate as to be the offspring 
of this adulterous intercourse. 

My attention, at this time will be 
directed to but one more perform- 
ance of the God of Israel; which 
you will find in the 2d Book of Sa- 
muel, chap. vi. The story begins 
by informing us of the removal of 
the Ark of God from the house of 
Aminadab, After it had been pla- 


ced on the machine prepared for that 
purpose, and attended by two dri- 
vers, the shaking of the cart had 
nearly dislodged the ark ; when Uz- 
zah put forth his hand to save it from 
falling, for which crime (if it was 
such) he was struck dead by the 
Lord. This circumstance displea- 
sed David. But matters were soon 
made up between him and his God, 
by the erection of an altar, and pre- 
senting offerings. The death of one 
man was but of little consequence to 
those who were accustomed to shed 
rivers of blood. 

That a story like this, should be 
got up in such a way, can be very 
easily solved. The Ark of the Lord 
(as it wa¥ called) contained the sa- 
cred archives of the descendants of 
Israel. It was the local habitation 
of their God, whom the priests told 
the people, dwelleth between the 
cherubims. The cherubims were on 
the lid of the ark (which was a wood- 
en chest) with their wings extended, 
covering the mercy seat, and between 
which the Lord shewed his glory 
when the priests came with incense 
to make atonement for the sins of 
the people. This holy of holies was 
kept in the Tabernacle, into which 
none dare enter but the priests. It 
is no wonder that Uzzah was struck 
dead for putting forth his hand to- 
wards this Pandora’s Box, as two of 
the sons of Aaron were slain before 
for not conducting their burnt offer- 
ings aright at the altar of incence. 

The Mosaic dispensation was a 
contrivance of kings and priests to 
govern and to gull the ignorant and 
credulous. Their God was of their 
own creation, and the whole, a sys- 
tem of imposture from beginning to 
end. Jehovah, as we have seen, is 
represented to be a tyrant of the bas- 
est description, punishing men with 
death and destruction for no appar- 
ent fault. He is said in different 
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parts of the Bible to have repented 
of what he had before purposed to 
do, and to have pursued a different 
line of conduct. The Bible also 
clearly states, that, in many instan- 
ces, he spared the guilty and punish- 
ed the innocent and unoffending with 
death. Again, the “Lord of Hosts” 
always paid the greatest respect to 
kings, and to all those privileged fa- 
vourites, whose whole lives were 
spent in idleness, and in the constant 
commission of every crime. These 
were the associates of the God of 
Israel. Besides, all those wonders 
and inconsistencies, those judgments 
and dreadful chastisements, were 
performed by the command of an in- 
visible Being, who was constantly 
upbraiding his people for worshipping 
other gods; while he never made 
himself known to them, but through 
the medium of priests, prophets and 
dreamers. 

Thus were the Jews held under 
the dominion of priest-craft, living in 
ignorance and barbarism, in continu- 
al dread and fear of the contradicto- 
ry phantom, which imposture had in- 
vented to serve the vilest of frauds. 
The influence of this terrific God, is 
now employed by the different sects 
of Christians, to intimidate mankind 
from acquiring information, detect- 
ing their vice and hypocricy, and ex- 
posing the malignant and ¢ontradic- 
tory character of their deity. This is 
but a small portion of what might be 
brought to demonstrate according to 
reason, and the moral fitness of things, 
that the records of the Jews, respect- 
ing the works and wonders of their 
Ged, originated in fraud and decep- 
tion. The wars and massacres, the 
judgments and cruelties, said to have 
been committed by his immediate 
orders, are so repugnant to every 
idea of justice and morality, that it is 
the height of infatuation and blas- 
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phemy, to ascribe them to the Au- 
thor of the Universe. 

I appeal to you, who are natives 
of this free and happy republic, to 
whatever denomination you may be- 
long, whether the partiality of Isra- 
el’s God to kings, does not betray a 
suspicion of all not being nght.— 
When kings committed the most hor- 
rible of crimes, by the mere hypocri- 
tical cant of saying ‘ Lord, I have 
sinned,” their punishment was im- 
mediately transferred to innocent un- 
offending beings, because, forsooth, 
they were not kings! Let us vindi- 
cate the honour and majesty of the 
unknown Power of the Universe, by 
protesting against the violence and 
injustice of fictitious gods ; and by the 
correctness of our actions, and the 
benevolence and humanity of our dis- 
positions, demonstrate that our high- 
est aim is to become the true disci- 
ples of Reason and of Nature. 





For the Correspondent. 
Tue Oricin or CHRISTIANITY ; OR, 
TRUTH DRAWN FROM Fartes. 


Cuapter II. 
(Continued from our last.) 


The Chronic of Alexandria, has pre- 
served a very ancient Egyptian tra- 
dition, which is in the following 
terms translated from the Greek :— 
“The Egyptians, up to the present 
day, have consecrated the delivery 
of a virgin and the birth of her son, 
who is exposed in a manger to the 
adoration of the people. King Ptolo- 
my, having inquired into the nature 
of this custom, the Egyptians re- 
plied, that it was a mystery taught 
to their ancestors by a respectable 
prophet.” A prophet, among the 
Egyptians, meant a priest presiding 
over the institutions. 

Albert the Great expresses him- 
self in the following terms :—‘‘ We 
know that the sign of the Celestial 
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Virgin rose on the horizon precisely 
at the very moment at which we fix 
the birth of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ.” * * * “ All’the mys- 
teries of his divine incarnation and 
all the secrets of his mysterious life, 
ftom his conception to his ascension, 
are traced in the constellations, and 
figured in stars that announce them.” 
To say that this is the work of the 
Devil, or that these coincidences 
are accidental, or typical, and the 
work of Providence, only in relation 
to the Christian religion, are asser- 
tions equally absurd and idle. 

Again, we find in William Stuke- 
ley’s Paleographia Britannica, in 
the article “ Night of Light,” “Birth 
day of Mithra,” a description of the 
famous monument of Mithra found 
at Oxford in 1747, in which the God- 
dess of the Year sucks the infant 
God of Day. The author details all 
the features, that render striking the 
resemblance between the feasts cele- 
brated on the birth-day of Christ and 
on that of Mithra ; but whether from 
hypocrisy or blind attachment to the 

.€hristian dogmas, he expresses a 
belief that the ancient mysteries were 
prophetical, ‘for (says he) the true 
sense of the word Mithra in the Per- 
sian language, is Mediator or Mes- 
siah. The primitive notion of Mith- 
ra originates from the Messiah whose 
coming all nations have been expect- 
ing from the beginning of the world.” 
A very strange reasoning for a man 
of sense and learning ! 

The virgin, when she conceives, 
is said to be overshadowed, because 
the moon, when new, gives light.— 
Her son is represented as he ‘“‘where- 
by the dayspring from on high hath 
visited us—to give light to them that 
sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death.”—Luke, chap. 1. Other 
translations render the sense of the 
former expression more accurately, 
by saying—the or this rising sun. 


The supposed darkness that is 
said to have followed the expiration 
or death of Jesus, is a natural con- 
sequence of the sun’s descending 
below the horizon, and answers to 
the artificial obscurity which in all 
the initiations preceded the return or 
resurrection of light. The three 
hours of darkness are probably allu- 
sive to the time during which the 
earth was deprived of light, both 
of the sun and of the moon, on the 
approach of the full moon. The 
crown of thornsresembles that which 
encircles Aries in some of the an- 
cient Egyptian planispheres. The 
purple robe is symbolical of the set- 
ting sun. When, on the contrary, 
Jesus rises with the sun, he is bril- 
liant of light and full of glory: the 
angel sitting on his tomb is white as 
snow, so is Jesus when transfigured ; 
his raiment and face are white as 
snow. 

The two robbers, one good on the 
right and a reprobate one on the left, 
seem to mark the good and bad 
principle, or the summer and the 
winter sun. And as Mount Calvary 
or Golgotha looks to the east, the 
right of the cross on which Jesus was 
laid, is the south; and the left, the 
north. What adds some probability 
to this explanation and to others of 
the same kind, is, first, that all the 
fathers of the church, and even the 
evangelists, and the writers of the 
other books of the New Testament 
acknowledge, that every circum- 
stance connected with the life, death 
and resurrection of Jesus is typical 
and figurative ; and secondly, as te 
the present case, it is clear, from the 
gospels, that when Pilate proposed 
to the Jews which of Jesus or Bar- 
rabas, they would have given up to 
them, there were only two persons 
and not four, sentenced to death: 
and we are told that Barrabas was 
reprieved. 
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It is proper to notice, that, in the 
astrological distribution of the plan- 
ets in the 36 divisions or Decans of 
the Zodiac, the sign of Aries or the 
lamb offers the sun in the middle, 
and on its right side Venus, and on 
the left Mars; the former, as every 
body knows, expressed by a circle 
and across¢, and the latter bya 
spear?. Venus means harmony, 
love; Mars war and mischief; and 
his lance is connected with the 
wonnd inflicted on the side of Jesus, 
just like the wound received by Ado- 
nis. The cross of Venus is the 
same which is placed in the hands 
of Isis, and means the equinoctial 
crossing of the equator. This is the 
true reason why the virgin is near or 
under the cross on which her son is 
stretched. Onsome Egyptian plan- 
ispheres, the genius placed over 
Aries, and corresponding to the mid- 
dle of this sign, wears a radiant 
crown. 

Yes and Esus were names of the 
sun or Bacchus, as well as Ge, (T¢) 
Chri or Chris; krios in Greek sig- 
nifies a sheewy and Agnos in the 
same language, means pure, inno- 
cent, and is very like Agni in San- 
scrit, meaning fire. Abulmazar, quot- 
ed by Aben Ezra, a most learned 
Jewish writer of the 14th century, 
says positively, that the infant repre- 
sented in the arms ofthe virgin in 
the ancient Persian spheres, was 
called Jesus by some nations, and 
Christos in Greek. The Hindoos 
call him Creeshna, the son of God, 
and an Incarnation of Vishnu; like 
our Jesus he is born at the winter 
solstice in the latter end of Decem- 
ber, corresponding to the Indian 
month of Savrana. The name of 
Anna, the mother of Mary, reminds 
us of Anna Perenna, a goddess of 
Rome, and a symbol of the year. 

In short, it would be endless to 
enumerate every point of resem- 


blance between the Christian dog- 
mas and ceremonies, and those of 
more ancient religions and astrolo- 
gical systerns. The conformity will 
appear striking and conclusive to 
every unbiassed inquirer who will 
take the trouble of pursuing the par- 
allel. The Catholics, having pre- 
served most of the primitive ancient 
rites, ceremonies, formula and orna- 
ments of the sect, it is easier to trace 
it through these to its true sources. 
Their priests, have the top and back 
of the head shaved circularly, exact- 
ly after the manner of the Egyptians 
and Persian priests ; they wear ros- 
aries of beads; their sacerdotal or- 
naments, the circular host or wafer, 
the staff of the bishops, the mitre 
and tiaro all belong to the sect of 
Mithra. The tonsure, the voWs of 
celibacy and poverty, the monastic 
life, the austerities, and other prac- 
ties are a perfect copy of more an- 
cient religions, some of which still 
subsist in Asia, and whose priests 
carry to a much higher degree than 
the Christians ever did, the mortifi- 
cation of the body, and the contempt 
of life and of all worldly pleasures. 
Such are the disciples of Fo, and 
many bonzes and penitent sectaries 
of Buedha, some of whom carry 
their extravagant fanaticism to the 
inconceivable excess of mutilating 
themselves, and of seeking inevita- 
ble death at some public festivity, by 
placing their bodies so as to be crush- 
ed under the wheels of heavy cars 
bearing the images of their gods. 

It is well known, that all the Chris- 
tian churches were for many ages 
built so as to look to the east, ex- 
actly as the ancient temples of Egypt 
and Asia; the images of their saints 
were copied after those of the gods 
of Paganism ; that of the virgin is ex- 
actly like the statue of Diana of 
Ephesus, of Isis and Ceres, and is 
equally called Domina Mater in La- 
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tin and éérowa in Greek, or Our La- 
dy, and Madomna in Italian. 

-Having, methinks, placed beyond 
a doubt, the perfect resemblance be- 
tween Jesus and Osiris, Mithra, and 
other symbols of the sun adored in the 
most ancient religions, we shall now 
proceed to establish the identity of 
that part of the Christian dogmas re- 
lating to a spiritual Trinity, with 
doctrines equally anterior to Christi- 
anity, which thus will appear as 
made up entirely of ancient materi- 
als, common to many religions and 
philosophical sects. 

(To be Continued, ) 


For the Correspondent. 


QveERiés FoR CHRISTIANS. 

Mr. Editor.—As youhave thought 
proper to comply with my request by 
inserting my two last articles, I send 
you the following Queries, which, 
though simple and brief, will not, 
perhaps, by occupying a place that 
might be devoted to important mat- 
ter, be displeasing to your readers. 
Should an opportunity occur, I shall 

-send you more. 

1. If Jesus was God, or sent on 
a mission by God, why was he inac- 
tive until his thirtieth year ? 

2. If he was sent to instruct and 
enlighten mankind, why did he give 
his instructions in a loose, verbal 
manner ; or why trust to a less per- 
ishable and inefficient form by a few 
ignorant fishermen ? 

3. If Jesus had the courage to 
dispute with, and the ability to con- 
fute the Jewish doctors when he was 
only twelve years of age, does it 
seem probable that that spirit and 
ability would be at rest for nearly 


__ twenty years afterwards, though in- 


creasing in energy and ability, [ ‘* he 
grew in wisdom and choca and 
particularly as he was sent to enlight- 
en mankind ? 

4. In what way has Christianity 


enlightened the world ? Has it been 
by faith or morality? If the latter, 
we have only to look at all the na- 
tions of Christendom, whether in a 
state of freedom or in that of despo- 
tism, and even at our own country 
where there are fewer motives to 
commit crime than in the rest, to 
discover the want of morality. If to 
be enlightened consists in having 
faith, we have a good proof of its ef- 
fects in the numerous and bloody 
wars, assassinations, burnings, quar- 
terings, torturings ; in short, in 


‘ all kinds of persecutions and cruel- 


ties. 

5. Why has Christianity been so 
slow in its progress, that in the long 
period of eighteen hundred years, 
not one fourth of the human race ev- 
en make a profession of it, though 
supported in some countries by law 


and the sword? How few thenare _ 


those who have examined, and firm- 
ly believe it to be true? 

6. Why are there so many and so 
contradictory creeds among Chris- 
tians, when “he who runs may read,” 
‘“‘ And the wayfaringysman, though a 
fool, need not err?” 

7. If the injunctions of Jesus are 
practically disregarded by Christians, 
how much ought they to be esteem- 
ed by anti-Christians ? 

8. If Christianity is from God, as 
we are told it is, should it not have 
been convincing to all who become 
acquainted with it? 

9. Is it not as necessary to work 
miracles now as in the days of Jesus, 
not only to convince men of the true 
belief, but as an act of justice and 
mercy to the human race (as they 
aré to be burnt who have not the 
true belief) and as tending to the 
“glory of God.” This would be 
more convincing than all the ser- 
mons, prayers and thanksgivings of 
all the priests in the universe. ~ 

10. If Jesus could raise the dead 
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and perform other miracles, why was 
he afraid and fled when he heard that 
John the Baptist was beheaded !— 
Could his power of working miracles 
not enable him to resist the edge of 
a sword ? JULIAN. 





For the Correspondent. 

The opponents of the Christian re- 
ligion—a religion fostered by the 
united efforts of cant, hypocrisy, su- 
perstition, prejudice, and ignorance, 
are often met, by the advocates of 
that religion, with the question— 
‘*Can you show us something bet- 
ter—something which affords bright- 
er prospects of felicity in a future 
state?” They do not reflect that 
the proffer of future happiness is 
qualified with such requisitions as to 
render it wholly unattainable by any 
human being possessed of human 
passions and frailties; that nothing 
but perfection can hope to obtain it ; 
and that human nature never can be 
perfect: yet these glaring inconsis- 
tencies are so generally inculcated 
in the “sacred writings,” that it 
could not escape the notice of any 
but minds predisposed, from preju- 
dices ingrafted in infancy, to take 
blindly whatever was offered them 
by their ‘spiritual guides.” The 
latter are sensible of this fact, and 
they can only evade its force by tel- 
ling their votaries that whatever is 
above their comprehension they must 
believe was ordained to be so by the 
Deity himself, for his own wise pur- 
poses, and that it is presumption in 
them to think otherwise. The sum 
total of this reasoning is, that God 
cast a stumbling block in the way of 
his people to enable them to walk 
without stumbling. Thus they blun- 
der on from one inconsistency to 
a greater, making their Maker still 
more inconsistent than themselves. 
They induce their dupes to renounce 
the rational enjoyments of this life 


for the chance (a chance, according 
to their own doctrines, utterly hope- 
less,) of happiness in a future state. 
The effects of such doctrines are 
soon visible, in those so infatuated 
(we cannot use a milder phrase) as 
to imbibe them, by a gloomy mo- 
roseness of temper, a disposition to 
envy those of different opinions, to 
suppress every natural and innocent 
enjoyment, and a total abstraction 
from, and unfitness for worldly af- 
fairs. This is the necessary conse- 
quence to those who believe in the 
Christian religion. ‘It is far differ- 
ent however, with that body of 
Christians who riot in luxury on the 
hard earned substance of the igno- 
rant and prejudiced (though sincere) 
portion of the adherents of their sys- 
tem, (we need not say we allude to 
the priests,) as is well exemplified 
in the conduct of the clergy of the 
established church of England, than 
whom a more profligate body does 
notexist. Ifthe priesthood of our 
own country do not present so de- 
basing a character to the world, it is 
only because their limited power 
compels them to wear the mask of 
hypocrisy: with this exception, they 
are the same. They are what priests 
ever have been and ever will be, ene- 
mies to the advancement of truth, 
and to the only religion which can in- 
sure happiness—-the RELIGION 
OF NATURE. E. 
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Free Press AssociaTIon. 
The subscription, on Sunday, to 
the stock for building a Hall, and 
other rooms for the accommodation 
of this Institution, amounted to $666. 
The books are now lying at the of- 
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fice of the Correspondent, 48 Pine 
street, where those favourable to this 
undertaking may subscribe. To ena- 
ble every one to hold an interest in 
the projected building, the stock is 
divided into 400 shares at $10 each, 
on which no more than ten per cent. 
is required to be paid at present.— 
The money is deposited in th Sav- 
ings Bank, on interest, in name of a 
Committee of seven, whose signa- 
tures are necessary, before it can be 
drawn out. The right to the pur- 
chase will be taken in name of five 
Trustees, to be chosen by the Free 
Press Association, and to be held 
by them for the uses of said Associa- 
tion, and none other; thus afford- 
ing an undoubted guarantee that the 
property can never be diverted from 
its original purposes. 

The Association will meet on Sun- 
day next, the 22d inst. at 4 o’clock, 
P. M. precisely, in the Academy, 
287 Broadway, opposite Washing- 
ton Hall, (entrance in Reed street,) 
when a Lecture .on Education will 
be delivered by Mr. Jennings. The 
. Froom is spacious, and accommoda- 
tions are provided for the ladies, who 
are respectfully invited to attend. 





BuasPHEMY. 

We observe by the last London 
papers, that fanaticism is again at 
work to prevent the promulgation of 
liberal principles in the dominions of 
George the IVth. The present 
Mayor of London, it appears, is a 
strenuous supporter of what is called 
the “ Vice Society,” of which hesis 
a member; a warm advocate of 
** Church and State ;” and a deter- 
mined bigot, who imagines that it 
will be “doing God service,” to ex- 
terminate all who question the cor- 
rectness of his particular creed. In- 
fluenced by these principles, and 
wishing, evidently, to acquire celeb- 
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rity among the saints, he has recent- 
ly instituted legal proceedings for 
blasphemy against Mr. Robert Tay- 
lor, Secretary of the ‘ Chistian Evi- 
dence Society.” The accused was 
taken into custody on a warrant issu- 
ed by his Mayorship, and, after a long 
examination, committed to prison un- 
til he gave bail, himself in 2001. ster- 
ling, and two sureties in 100. 
each, to stand trial for the alledged 
offence. 

So far from regretting this impo- 
tent attempt to strengthen the barrier 
set up against the diffusion of truth, 
we are disposed to consider it as an 
indication of the conviction of the 
religious themselves, that their cause 
has become hopeless. ll their ef- 
forts to stem the torrent of light 
which has, within these few years, 
burst on the nations of Europe, have 
proved abortive. Events have de- 
monstrated the, great weakness and 
absurdity of supposing that truth 
could be injured, or arrested by any 
examination whatever. Free debate 
gives it strength and vigor. Like a 
gentle wind to the trees of the forest, 
it agitates the tops but fastens the 
roots. It might be supposed that 
truth, naturally so amiable, would 
necessarily draw all to admire it 
wherever it is exposed to view. But 
it is the province of bigotry and fa- 
naticism to hate truth, te contemn 
reason, and to denounce their most 
intrepid and disinterested defenders. 
It is only where artifice and fraud 
prevail, that free inquiry, which never 
fails to detect and expose the cheat, 
is discouraged as a dangerous and 
fatal enemy. The ignorance and 
superstition of man, having given 
birth to a thousand phantoms, these 
creations of a distorted imagination 
are much more highly esteemed than 
realities. Hence the enthusiasm 
with which they are maintained, and 
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protection given them by the terrify- 
ing penalties of civil and ecclesiasti- 
cal law. 

But who is this law to protect ?— 
Ask the Mahometan, and you will 
receive for answer, that the charac- 
ter of his prophet is as sacred among 
his followers as that of Jesus is 
among Christians. Put the question 
to a native of Persia, and he will tell 
you, that no one ought to command 
the adoration of the world but Zo- 
roaster, the founder of his holy law. 
Enquire of a worshipper of Fo, and 
he will reply, that that sacred name 
receives the homage of millions, and 
that it is blasphemy to question his 
divinity. The same remark is ap- 
plicable to all other nations among 
whom is to be found a system of re- 
ligion. With Christians, blasphemy 
assumes a thousand shapes. A 
Trinitarian applies the epithet to eve- 
ry creed which does not admit that 
there are three persons in the god- 
head, and that these three, after all, 
make only one person. The Arians 
and Socinians, leaving god the son, 
and god the holy ghost to shift for 
themselves, consider those only pro- 
fane, and amenable to the law, who 
will not assent to the ideas they en- 
tertain of Jehovah. 

Amidst these opposite religions 
and opinions, which of the sects is 
to be considered entitled to protec- 
tion by the laws of blasphemy? If 
the mein of Christianity be calm and 
amiable, and its “ form display tem- 
pered dignity and condescending ma- 
jesty,” ats teachers should be cha- 
racterized by any thing rather than 
pride, superciliousness, and bigotry. 
Yet every little conventicle is peo- 
pled by those who enjoy a calm con- 
sciousness of their peculiar privi- 
leges and exemptions ; and though 
their worship may, to an unbiassed 
mind, appear made up of the vilest 
elements, they extol it as a model 


of perfection, and consign to punish- 
ment here, and to eternal damnation 
hereafter, the innumerable millions 
to whom it has not pleased God to 
make a similar, or any revelation 
whatever of his will. Thus, the nu- 
merous sects of religion subject each 
other to the unjust criminations of 
their spiritual tyranny ; and although 
the most aspiring generally regulate 
this matter as they please, they all 
manifest a disposition to exclude 
from the social privileges in time, 
those whom they believe to be de- 
barred from peace in eternity; out 
of mercy, no doubt, to accustom 
them to privation and suffering.— 
Socrates, who lived upwards of 400 
years before the Christian era, suf- 
fered death as a blasphemer, for 
teaching the belief in one God. In 
this instance truth was condemned 
as blasphemy! Such are the extra- 
vagant and ridiculous lengths to 
which men allow themselves to be 
carried when they give up their rea- 
son for senseless creeds, invented 
by cheats and deceivers. 

If there can be any such thing as 
blasphemy against the attributes and 
perfections of deity, the Bible is the 
place where it ought to be sought 
for, and not in the writings of phi- 
losophy. If blasphemy consists of 
scurrility and indecent abuse, the old 
testament teems with it. It ascribes 
to the Almighty the ferocity of the 
most savage beasts: ‘‘ He was un- 
to me (says the author of Lamenta- 
tions, 3d and 10th) asa bear lying in 
wait, and as a lion in secret places. 
He hath filled me with bitterness ; 
he hath made me drunken with 
wormwood. He hath also broken 
my teeth with gravel stones; he hath 
covered me with ashes.” The Bible 
is filled with passages like this, in 
which the most abominable and fe- 
rocious qualities are attributed to 
Deity ; and yet the believers in this 
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book have the presumption and ef- 
frontery to censure those who reject 
it, and who hold in veneration the 
moral attributes of the Supreme Be- 
mg. The properties and actions 
which both Jews and Christians as- 
cribe to God, would disgrace any 
man who had the smallest preten- 
sions toa good name. Their books 
represent him in the most odious 
light. They exhibit him as an an- 
gry, revengeful, and cruel despot, 
and as influenced, in the most unjust 
and unreasonable manner, by all the 
detestable passions that corrode the 
human heart ; «and yet they calumni- 
ate and persecute those who contend 
for the immutable laws of nature, 
and strive to represent, in the most 
dignified and perfect light, their om- 
nipotent author. If Christianity, as 
its priests are unceasingly telling us, 
is founded on a rock, so that even 
“the gates of hell cannot prevail 
against it,” what need has it of hu- 
man laws to sepport it? If its prin- 
ciples*are forbearance, and its max- 
ims forgiveness, why are they afraid 
of its being shaken? Or do they 
believe, that the arguments of free- 
thinkers are much more to be dread- 
ed than all the powers of the infernal 
world arrayed against them? 

It was justly remarked by Dr. 
Middleton, that a free inquiry into 
all points of religion is always useful 
. and beneficial; and for that reason 
ought never to be punished or pro- 
hibited. It opens the mind and re- 
forms the manners ; makes men rea- 
sonable, sociable, and indulgent to the 
opinions of such as differ from them ; 
whereas the restraint of this liberty, 
and the iunposition of systems and 


creeds that must not be called in © 


question, nourishes a churlish spirit 
of bigotry, uncharitableness and en- 
thusiasm, which no human power 
can moderate—a spirit that has al- 
ways plunged mankind in wars and 
bloodshed, and, by turns, involved 


every Christian country in the world 
in wickedness and slavery. 

*,* Since writing the above, we 
have received the Hudson Gazette of 
Tuesday, containing a communica- 
tion signed Guardian, in which the 
writer evinces his piety, and the hor- 
ror he feels of the Correspondent, by 
recommending the passing of a law 
“forfeiting the press and types, 
which should become subservient to 
such unholy work ; and the proceeds 
to be set apart for missionary purpo- 
ses.”? Here, then, is the whole secret 
laid open. It is not to promote the 
cause of morality—to make better 
members of families—and more up- 
right citizens, that they wish to put 
a stop to free inquiry, but to get 
money to enable them to deluge the 
country with a set of idle and illite- 
rate drones, whose sole object is te 
perpetuate error, suppress science, 
and plunge mankind in midnight 
darkness, that they may revel in 
wealth and luxury. Will it for a 
moment be believed, that objects so 
fatal to human happiness, will be ac- 
complished in a country where the 
constitution recognizes no kind of 
religion, and where every man of 
sense acknowledges, that the free 
and open expression of opinions, is 
the birth right of the whole human 
family? Wereitnotso, all protection 
against fraud and imposition would 
be annihilated, and mankind would 
become the passive instruments, in 
the hands of tyrants, to execute their 
barbarous, ferocious, and wees 
decrees. 


To our Patrons.—-The present 
number completes the first quarter of the 
and it gives us unfeigned 
pleasure to acknowledge the kind support, 
which we have experienced during the short 
period of our Editorial labors. In no situ- 
ation could the vituperations of the enemies 
of truth induce us to compromise our princi- 
ples; but when cheered by those who are 
equally desirous with us of promoting the 
great cause, we fee) encouraged not only to 
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pursue the course on which we at first enter- 
ed, but, if possible, to evince greater seal 
than we have hitherto done. 
There is one little matter, however, to 
which we would take the liberty of — 
“the attention of our subscribers, as essenti 
to the prosperity and permenancy of the Cor- 
respondent, and which is entirely under their 
own control. By the terms of publication, 
resident subscribers were to pay half a year’s 
subseription in advance. Now, on looking 
over our list, we find several names, opposite 
to which no credit is given. We are willing 
to attribute this to inadvertency ; but we trust, 
after this notice, that we shall have no reason 
to recur to the subject. We should feel deep 
regret to be under the necessity of discontinu- 
ing the delivery of the Correspondent to any of 
our subscribers ; but the contract is mutual, 
and itis but fair that the fulfillment should be 
equally prompt in the contracting parties. 
Those who are sincere in wishing success to 
the cause, will correctly estimate the nature 
of this hint, and relieve us of the expense of 
employing a collector, by ordering payment 
at our office. 








MISCELLANY. 


Omens.—There is a strange fancy 
running through the old Jewish Rab- 
binical writings, which supposes that 
whilst any garments are off the body 
at night, evil spirits get into them, 
and are apt to injure those who go 
into them left handed; they there- 
fore require each article of dress to 
be put on separately, and always 
first on the right side. Omens re- 
garding dress are not, however, con- 
fined to this individual people. Au- 
gustus was struck with horror at per- 
ceiving that he had placed his slip- 
pers on contrary feet; and even with 
Christians, it is still reckoned a for- 
tunate omen to come from one’s 
chamber with the inner part of a 
stocking outward; while reversing 
the hose again changes the luck; 
and yellow becomes ominous when 

laced on an unmarried woman. 
he strongest minds have not al- 
ways been able to resist the super- 
stitious feeling which the uncertainty 
of a momentous futurity is caleulated 
to induce. Cesar’s superstition, 
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Cromwell’s fatal days, and Bona- 
parte’s homme rouge, are familiar in- 
stances ; but it is to classes of per- . 
sons particularly exposed to the va- 
riations of what is indefinitely called 
chance, as gamblers, and specula- 
tors, people in a semi-barbarous 
state, dependent on the future for 
existence, and, more particularly, 
seamen, that we are to look for the 
strongest illustrations of this power. 
By the latter, the appearance of sea- 
fowl, and the indications of approach- 
ing atmospheric changes, are all 
anxiously watched. The whistling 
for breezes ; the belief of false lights, 
and sounds, and spectre storm-ships ; 
and the superstitions relating to dead 
bodies, and the disappearance of 
rats from a vessel; are all as anx- 
iously attended to. Nor can we 
wonder at it. Man’s mind naturally 
looks into futurity, and he has, in all 
ages, been made a prey of designing 
imposters, from Astrologers to Gip- 
seys. The poor, lonely individual, 
whose actual destiny is at a distance, 
naturally fills up that interval of the 
hope deferred which makes the 
heart sick, by speculations which, fa- 
vorable or unfavorable, bring his 
suspense in some measure to a crisis. 

St. Anthony.—On the eve of St. 
Antonio’s day, numberless tar bar- 
rels and fire-works are burnt in every 
quarter of Lisbon; augmenting the 
already insufferable heat of the at- 
mosphere, as this festival likewise 
happens in summer. The proces- 
sion of this favorite saint and espe- 
cial patron of Portugal is enriched 
by the attendance of almost every 
saint in the city. Here are seen 
Nossas Senhoras of all sorts, sizes, 
colors, and dresses: every parish 
trying to outdo its neighbor, in the 
quantity of tinsel and tawdry finery, 
in which.they are decked out. Here 
attend all the brotherhoods of all the 
parishes, and the monks of every 
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convent in the city. The images, 
which amount to upwards of a. hun- 
dred, offer a great variety as may be 
supposed. Some of the stands are 
composed of groups ; for instance, 
a ¢rucifix with the Marys at the foot 
of it; and another with St. Francisco 
de Paula kneeling before it, and a 
red thread or twine issuing from all 
the wounds of the ‘“ Saviour,” and 
fixed at the other end, in correspond- 
ing parts of the saint’s person, who 
holds his arms extended. This, 
which is represented in a picture, is 
descriptive of what is said to have 
happened to that saint :—While he 
was once in the midst of the most 
fervent devotion and praying to bear 
a part of Christ’s pains, the heavens 
are described as having suddenly 
opened. The “ Saviour” appeared 
still nailed to the cross; and, by ex- 
cess of sympathy, the holy S. Fran- 
cis felt his hands, feet, and side, 
pierced through with cruel wounds 
from blood, which spirted from those 
of his master. 

The images of St. Antonio, which 
appear in his procession, are very 
numerous and varied, but most of 
* them represent him carrying the in- 
fant Jesus seated on a book, which 
he holds on the palm of his hand; 
the signification of which is this : St. 
Antonio is described as being a very 
handsome young saint, of manners 
so agreeable and gay, that the infant 
Jesus, on many occasions, showed 
marks of particular favor towards 
him ; and in the case here repre- 
sented, deigned to interfere in his 
studies, in a manner of which St. An- 
tonio ever after was exceedingly 
proud. The legend relates, that the 
latter was one day poring over some 
very abtruse subject in a volume of 
theology, and, after much trouble 
drid study, was about coming to a 
conclusive decision on the doubtful 
question, when, suddenly, the infant 
Jesus appeared in a cloud, and seat- 


THE CORRESPONDENT. 


ed himself down on the page, pat- 
ting St. Antony’s face with his little 
hands. This depriving the world of 
a secret, which St. Antony’s pro- 
found wisdom was about to unravel, 
is supposed to be intended as a hint 
to all Christians, to accord an impli- 
cit and humble belief in the myste- 
ries of our religion, without losing 
and wasting time in metaphysical 
researches. 
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